
 

   

 
The Futurist Fund 

About The Futurist Fund 

The Futurist Fund is a community need-based grant established to provide a small amount of 

financial assistance to those in the community with an immediate and demonstrated need, and 

without other available funds or resources to meet that need.  The Futurist Fund was created with the 

thought that everyone falls on hard times, and sometimes just a bit of assistance can make all the 

difference between keeping a needed utility on, or being able to go food shopping to feed your 

family, or helping to get that one book you need for class.  Although there are many resources in the 

community for people who fall upon hard times, many people slip through the cracks because there 

isn’t a resource that can help meet their specific financial needs, or they may not qualify for 

assistance because of some requirement beyond the applicant’s control.   

The Futurist Fund aims to be a small bridge resource, a shoulder to lean on when someone needs help 

making it to the next step. The Fund targets members of communities who have typically or 

historically been marginalized, discriminated against, or underrepresented due to their race, ethnicity, 

sexuality, gender identity, and/or the intersections of those identities.  Applicants should also 

demonstrate a commitment to positively impacting their communities so that the positive cycle of 

giving and community building can continue. 

The Futurist Fund grant will be awarded by The AfroFuturist Affair each year. The grant funds are 

raised from non-tax deductible donations made through creative Afrofuturistic events held year 

round by the organization and other collaborative partners. Donations made to The AfroFuturist 

Affair are cycled back into holding events and raising funds for the Futurist Fund.  
 
Chosen applicants will be granted funds not to exceed $250, and no less than $100 of the $500 fund. 

A minimum of two applicants or a maximum of five applicants will be chosen each grant cycle, 

depending on the number of applicants and the urgency of the demonstrated needs. There may be 

additional grant cycles if time and funds allow, and as need requires.  
 
Applicants must complete a brief application with one required statement concerning the applicant’s 

demonstrated need(s), and one optional (but strongly encouraged) statement demonstrating ways that 

the applicant does, can, or will positively impact their community.  
 
Examples of “Demonstrated Need” 

Examples of “demonstrated” includes, but is not limited to, funds needed for books for school, 

educational tuition for self or a child, overdue utility bill, food, shelter, moving expenses, medical 

expenses, childcare expenses, court fees, family expenses, temporary financial difficulties, etc., 

without access to other funds or resources to cover the need(s). Applicants with an immediate need or 

emergency will be given priority review.  

http://www.afrofuturistaffair.com/


 

   

 
Applicants may be asked to provide further information about the need, and are encouraged to do so 

if possible. All information submitted to The AfroFuturist Affair will be kept confidential and will 

not be shared outside of the application review committee.  Applicants are accepted, and grants are 

awarded, on a rolling basis. 
 
Requirements 

Applications will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
1. Demonstrated need 
2. Complete application 
3. Member of a historically marginalized or underrepresented community 
4. Commitment to positively impacting your community  
 
Submission 

Mail completed applications and accompanying information in a hard copy format or via email in 

electronic format (ex. scanned copy of application, attachments in PDF format or Microsoft Word 

format) to:  
 
The AfroFuturist Affair 
3213 Turner Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19121 
Email: afrofuturistaffair@gmail.com 
 
At the conclusion of the selection process, all applicants will be contacted and the persons who 

have been granted the grants will be so informed. Grants are awarded on a rolling basis.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this application, please contact Rasheedah Phillips at 

(215) 917-7790 or afrofuturistaffair@gmail.com. 

Mission of The AfroFuturist Affair 

The AfroFuturist Affair is a community formed to celebrate, strengthen, and promote Afrofuturistic 

and Sci-Fi concepts and culture through creative events and creative writing.  We aim to provide a 

space not only for further dialogue around Afrofuturistic ideas, but for actual, practical 

implementation of these ideas as they serve social progress, empowerment and freedom for 

historically marginalized communities.  The AfroFuturist Affair uses Afrofuturism and Sci-Fi as 

vehicles for expression, creativity, education, agency, and liberation with a correlative mission of 

using the donations from our events to fund The Futurist Fund, a $500 for underrepresented members 

of the community in need of immediate financial assistance and without other resources available.  
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The Futurist Fund 

 
The Futurist Fund Grant Application Form 

 
The Futurist Fund grant will be awarded on a rolling basis to applicants who are members of 

marginalized or underrepresented communities with a demonstrated need for immediate financial 

assistance. Applicants should also demonstrate a commitment to positively impacting their 

communities. 
 

Part A:  Applicant Information 
Full Name: _______________________________________  Phone #: __________________ 
Home Address: ______________________________________ 
City: _____________________________________ State: _____ Zip: ____________ 
Email:_____________________________________ 
DOB: _____________________ 

 
Are you a student: Yes _____  No_____ 
Current Grade or Year:  ______ 
Name of School: _____________________________________ 
Major or Favorite Subject: ___________________________ 
Are you currently employed:  Yes _____ No_____   If No, how long unemployed? _____ 
Employer: _____________________________________ 
Do you have an emergency or immediate need?  Yes _____ No_____ 
 
Part B:  Brief Statement 

Please describe your reason for applying for the Futurist Fund. Please feel free to add an 

additional page. 
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 

   

Please explain any additional factors which you feel we should be aware of in order to help us 

make a decision regarding your request, including any emergencies. Please feel free to add an 

additional page. 
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you are in need of additional resources (ex. legal, health, educational, employment, mental 

health, housing, etc.) please list it here and we will try our best to connect you to the 

appropriate agency or organization.  
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Optional*: Please provide a brief statement about some of your future plans, life goals, 

interests, and how you plan to positively impact your community. Your community can include 

church, school, work, home, or cultural community.  
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you mind if we share your story with our friends and supporters? We will not provide your real 

name or any other identifying information. ____________________________________________ 
 
 

 

I declare that all information reported is true, correct and complete to the best of my knowledge.   
 

 
Date: _____________                          Applicant’s Signature: __________________________ 
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